
 

Rising 8th Grade Summer Reading Assignment 

 

Dear OLLS Families, 

 

Congratulations on completing seventh grade! We hope your summer is filled with 

exciting moments and plenty of relaxation. Even though leisure time activities may start 

to take precedence over academic endeavors, we would like to encourage you to keep 

reading as a high priority. As the saying goes, today’s readers are tomorrow’s leaders.  

 

Research indicates that summer reading loss or “summer slide” takes place when 

students don’t read over the summer. It may take a month or two for students who did 

not read over the summer break to get back to the level at which they were reading at 

the end of the previous school year, which will hinder their overall reading growth in 8th 

grade. Therefore, we ask that students spend at least 30 minutes a day reading.  

 

Our summer reading assignment was curated with Catholic education in mind. We 

focused upon seeking out titles and activities that are motivating to middle school 

students. We hope our summer reading assignment will offer students a greater 

incentive to pick up a few good books over their summer break.  

 

This is more than just a summer reading opportunity; it is preparing students for a 

graded project that will be due September 2nd. This is a chance for each student to 

start the school year strong. I look forward to a great school year. 

 

Blessings, 

 

Mrs. Waggoner 

 

 



Assignment Step 1: Choose TWO books for your summer reading project from 

the choices listed below. 

 

● A Wrinkle in Time (L’Engle) 

● Holes  (Louis Sacha) 

● Joan of Arc (Twain) 

● Number the Stars (Lois Lowry)  

● Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass (Douglass) 

● My Side of the Mountain (George) 

● The Outsiders (S. E. Hinton) 

● The Secret Garden (Burnett) 

● The Red Badge of Courage (Crane) 

● The Call of the Wild (London) 

● The Adventures of Robin Hood (Green) 

● The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes (Doyle) 

● The Island of the Blue Dolphins (O’Dell) 

●  Where the Red Fern Grows (Rawls) 

 

Step 2: SUMMER READING OPTIONS - CHOOSE TWO OF THE ASSIGNMENTS 

FOR EACH BOOK  

 

 • Write a letter to the author of your chosen novel. Explain what you liked and disliked 

about the book. Ask any questions you have about the story and characters in the book. 

Explain one thing you would have changed in the book, if you were the author. Mention 

at least one thing you will always remember about this novel and explain why. This 

assignment should be  least one full page and written in letter format.  

 

• Create a poster detailing the plot of your novel. Include descriptions of the events in 

the exposition, rising action, climax, falling action, and resolution. Write a statement of 

the main theme with quotes from the novel to support your claim. Your poster should be 

visually pleasing with illustrations that represent the book.  



 

• Create an illustrated book cover for your novel. The cover should be visually pleasing 

and include the Title, Author, and an illustration that represents the book. Also, include a 

separate summary of the story that describes the main character(s) and the central 

conflict. 

 

 • Create a cartoon/storyboard (minimum of 8 panels) based on your novel. Focus on 

pivotal events and put them in chronological order. This should be visually pleasing and 

should pictorially summarize the plot of the book. 

 

Due Date: This assignment will be due on September 2, 2022. 


